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INTRODUCTION

Hi I’m Manuel Gonzales 

For the past few years I have been concerned with the rising debt
that University students in the UK have been earning to the point that
our average student debt now surpases that of the United States.

Add to the fact that many of these degrees will not train you for any
particular career but will result in a lifetime of debt.

The value exchange seems distorted and I want to present you with
an alternative model that is similar to the path that I took to become
a UX Designer.

This path will not apply to established careers that are hundreds of
years old such as being a lawyer or a doctor but is better suited to
anything that is creative and digital such as a UX Designer, UI
Designer, Software developer, Games designer, Filmmaker, VFX artist,
3D graphics designer and Motion graphic designers. Basically,
anything that would require you to have a portfolio of work.

This guide is for people that have just finished college or have
dropped out of University and want to find a career that they love
without the burden of debt. I hope it helps you find your own path.
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Comparing the paths
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Work part time

Study full time in a three year degree GraduateOld
path

New
path

Year 1 - Discovery Year 2 - Destination

Work fulltime Travel Work part time Junior paid 
position 

Experience experiments (EE) Build portfolio 
of free work Internship

EE 1 EE 2 EE 3

Exam stress Exam stress Exam and 
dissertation stress

Graduate with no experience, no career and £30 - £50K in debt 

Brainstorm careers 

Find your tribe

Pick one career
Create online portfolio and profile

You now have began a paid, fulfilling career with no debt

Apply to 
internships 



Year 1 - Discovery Year 2 - Destination

Work fulltime Travel Work part time Junior paid 
position 

Experience experiments (EE) Build portfolio 
of free work Internship

EE 1 EE 2 EE 3

4.

STEP 1 - Work full time

Heathrow 
airport, where I 
used to work

Getting ready to 
check-in those 
passengers

And then 
getting them 
on the plane

You have just left College and 15 years of institutional education. You need a break from this but you probably don’t have 
much money so now you should work full time for a month or two and save up for your travel adventure.



5.

STEP 2 - Travel

I spent some time wandering the streets of La Paz, Bolivia

Travelling will break you away from your daily routine of attending class, completing assignments and revising for exams. Now
it’s time to clear some space for yourself so that you can discover new perspectives, appreciate the world out there and be 
grateful for what you have by being away from home. It’s time for an adventure.

Work fulltime Travel Work part time Junior paid 
position 

Experience experiments (EE) Build portfolio 
of free work Internship

EE 1 EE 2 EE 3

Year 1 - Discovery Year 2 - Destination



Work fulltime Travel Junior paid 
position 

Experience experiments (EE) Build portfolio 
of free work Internship

EE 1 EE 2 EE 3

Work part time

6.

STEP 3 - Experience experiments 

Find your tribe

Brainstorm 
careers 

I put a list of job 
postings on my 
wall that 
represented my 
desired careers

I was a 
cameraman 
at events

I borrowed 
books to learn 
After effects for 
creating visual 
effects

I made 
my own 
short films

You have had a great adventure and now you are back home and 
ready to figure out what you want to do for the rest of your life. The best 
way to do this is to try out loads of things. Brainstorm a list of things that 
you may want to do. Pick your top three and then spend 1-3 months 
practicing each of them as if you already have that career. 

This will involve you researching what people actually do 
in those careers so that you can reverse engineer their 
behavior. Find a tribe of people that are trying to learn 
something similar. Get your old part time job back to keep 
you going during this period and only work part time. 

Work part time

Year 1 - Discovery Year 2 - Destination



Work fulltime Travel Junior paid 
position 

Experience experiments (EE) Build portfolio 
of free work Internship

EE 1 EE 2 EE 3

Work part time

7.

STEP 4 - Build your portfolio 

Find a 
mentorPick one career

Create online 
portfolio & profile

My breakthrough 
moment was 
discovering Website 
design and took an 
online course to learn 
how I could do get 
into this career

Now that you have tried a variety of potential careers,
pick the career that you loved the most and spend the
next 6 months in getting extensive experience by doing a
mix of free and paid work.

This will allow you to build up an online portfolio so you
can show that you can bring value to a company during
an internship.

This is also the perfect time to find a mentor, who is
doing the career that you want to do, whom you can
bring value to in exchange for their advice. Continue to
work part time while you do this.

Year 1 - Discovery Year 2 - Destination



Work fulltime Travel Junior paid 
position 

Experience experiments (EE) Build portfolio 
of free work Internship

EE 1 EE 2 EE 3

Work part time

8.

STEP 5 - Internship

Apply to 
internships 

Now that you have built yourself up a portfolio it is time to get
experience within the right working environment so that you
can prep yourself for a permanent paid position.

Apply as an intern to all the companies that offer roles in your
chosen path. This should be a 3 - 6 month internship working
for free but arrange to get your travel costs covered.

Now would be a good time to use any holiday allowances
from your part time job so that you can put more hours into
your internship. If you managed to get a paid internship then
quit your part time job.

Being an 
intern helped 
me discover 
UX Designers 
and learn 
what they do

Year 1 - Discovery Year 2 - Destination



Work fulltime Travel Junior paid 
position 

Experience experiments (EE) Build portfolio 
of free work Internship

EE 1 EE 2 EE 3
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STEP 6 - Junior paid position 

You now have began a paid, 
fulfilling career with no debt

Within three 
months of 
contributing 
to client 
projects I was 
offered a 
permanent 
position

After your internship, as long as you have been adding
value, it is very likely that the company will offer you a
permanent full time position. Definitely, quit your other part
time job if you have not done so already.

If you did not get offered a permanent position, not to worry,
you can use your portfolio and your intern experience to get
a junior paid position elsewhere.

Now you are officially in the door and can continue building
up years of experience, without a degree, without the debt,
doing something you love.

Work part time

Year 1 - Discovery Year 2 - Destination



WHAT’S NEXT? 

10.

Thank you for reading this guide and I hope that it 
shows you that there is an alternative path to 
getting you into a fulfilling career without the debt.

I would love to hear what is stopping you from 
pursuing your alternative path. Are you afraid of 
missing out? Are your parents forcing you into 
University? Are you afraid of failing? 

Let me know and email me at manuel@hiddenux.com 
and let’s talk about this. 

What can I help you with next?


